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Representatives, passed as early as March, 1790, at a calm and dispassion-
ate period in our political history. That resolution is in the following words :

" ' lie-solved, That Congress have no authority to interfere in the eman-
cipation of slaves, or in the treatment of them within any of the States; it
remaining with the several States alone to provide any regulations therein
which humanity and true policy may require.'

"In the next place, I entertain no doubt whatever that Congress pos-
sessing, by the express grant of the Constitution, a right to exercise ex-
clusive legislation in all cases whatsoever over the District of Columbia, the
same having been ceded by the States of Maryland and Virginia, and be-
come the seat of the Government of the United States, have full authority
to regulate slavery within said District, or to abolish it altogether, when-
ever, in their judgment, humanity and true policy may require it ; and
that they have full authority also to regulate or restrain the purchase and
sale of slaves within, said District in any manner which they may deem
just and expedient.

" I am also clearly and entirely of opinion, that neither by acts of
cession by the States, nor by the acceptance by Congress, nor in any other
way, has the faith of Congress become pledged to refrain from exercising
its constitutional authority over slavery and the slave-trade in said Dis-
trict. More than all, it is my opinion ' that the citizens of the United
States have an unquestionable constitutional right to petition Congress
for the restraint or abolition of slavery and the slave-trade within the said
District ; and that all such petitions, being respectfully written, ought to
be received, read, referred, and considered in the same manner as petitions
on other important subjects are received, read, referred, and considered;
and without reproach or rebuke to the authors or signers of such petitions.'

" The right of petition, free, unqualified, and untrammelled, I hold to
be of the very substance and essence of civil liberty. I can have no con-
ception of a free government, where the people, respectfully approaching
those who are elected to make laws for them, and offering for their con-
sideration petitions respecting any subject, over which their constitutional
power of legislation extends, may be repelled, and their petitions rejected,
without consideration and even without hearing.

"Wherever there is a constitutional right of petition, it seems to rne to
be quite clear that it is the duty of those, to whom petitions are addressed,
to read and consider them ; otherwise the whole right of petition is but a
vain illusion and mockery.

" I am, dear sir, with very true regard,

WEESTEB."

[TO MESSES. KELLEY A5TD  OTHERS, ERIE, PEXNSTLYAITIA.]

" WASHINGTON, June 4, 183S.

" GENTLEMEN : The cane made from the timber of the ship which bore
the flag of the gallant Perry on the memorable 10th of September, and
38